Introduction
The Hawaiian monk seal (Monachus schauinslandi) was listed as endangered in 1976 following a 50% reduction in the number of seals counted on their breeding beaches in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands over 20 years (Johnson et al, 1982) . The most recent estimate of the population was approximately 1750 animals in 1988 (Gilmartin et al., in press). Unfortunately, adult females, the portion of the popu¬ lation that is most crucial to the recovery of the species (Eberhardt and Siniff, 1977) al, 1993; Hiruki et al, 1993a) .
Because severe mounting injuries increase female mortality and thus impair potential population growth (Hiruki et al, 1993b) (Hodgen, 1982) and is the prevalent ovarian structure for 2-4 days (J. R. Pietraszek and S. Atkinson, unpublished data); (3) a corpus haemorrhagicum will fully luteinize and become a corpus luteum within 2-3 days after ovulation (Yoshida, 1982) , the end of the periovulatory phase;
and (4) (Fig. la) , whereas the anovulatory seals possessed very few secretory glands and no signs of basal vacuolation (Fig. lb) .
The reproductive status at the time of injury was estimated for nine seals from the state of the ovaries at death (Fig. 2) (Silverman, 1977 (Craig, 1964; Boshier, 1981 
